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Sociological Perspectives
PART ONE 
1. In at least six sentences and in your own words, thoroughly explain how each sociological perspective, functionalism, conflict theory, and symbolic interactionism perceives religion.
The functionalist theory perceives religion as an institution that serves various purposes in the community. Some of the crucial purposes served by various religions across the world are providing emotional stability, creating an avenue where people can freely interact with one another and satisfies the spiritual need of people. On the other hand, according to the conflict theory, religion is among the leading institutions that promote social injustices as well as inequalities. Conflict theorists portray religion as a form of business where the minority rich exploit the majority poor. An appropriate example explaining this aspect is where the catholic church has a vast wealth while the majority of the congregants are poor ("Religion: Crash Course Sociology #39", 2018). According to symbolic interactionism, various symbols across various religions are the significant features that communicate a specific message, such as the cross in the Christian religion signifies the holy trinity. Moreover, the symbolic interactionism theory portrays religion as a platform where religious leaders and the clergy interacts with congregants.
2. In at least four sentences, explain which perspective(s) (functionalism, conflict theory, and/or symbolic interactionism) provides the most relevant ideas for understanding religion in today's society? 
In the contemporary world, the functionalist theory is the most relevant in explaining religion. The primary reason for the effectiveness of functionalist theory is that it explains various religious functions, thus positively impacting society. We cannot shy away from the fact that people have emotional, spiritual and financial needs even if religion does not help in all perspectives, as per functionalist theory, it helps in some. An appropriate example explaining this aspect is when a couple is undergoing misunderstanding and fights. Many couples seek advice and guidance from religious leaders ("Religion: Crash Course Sociology #39", 2018). This aspect shows the effectiveness of religion in society. According to the functionalist theorist, religion has more positive impacts on society compared to the negative results. The sociological perspective acknowledges the reliable teachings in various religions.
PART TWO
1.  In at least six sentences and in your own words, explain which one or two sociological theory(ies) (functionalism, conflict theory, and symbolic interactionism) best describes your view of education?
Education is best described by the functionalist as well as symbolic interaction perspectives. According to the functionalist theory, education effectively serves various needs of society through skill development among learners, as well as networking of people through social cohesion. The functionalist theory portrays education as an essential tool in the community that enhances the improvement of lifestyle, thus eradication of poverty. Additionally, the theory outlines that the gap between various social classes, for example, the rich and the poor, can be eliminated through education ("Education In Society: Crash Course Sociology #40", 2018). An appropriate example explaining this aspect is where people compete on the basis of educational qualification when applying for a job. Education is a vital tool in modern-day society.
Additionally, the social interactionalist theory portrays education as an appropriate institution where learners interact socially in various set up in the schools. It is through the interaction of learners that they network and positively impact each other outside schools. An appropriate example explaining this aspect is where university students interact in a classroom or playgrounds, become friends and later brainstorm an investment idea. Consequently, the conflict theory portrays education as an institution that increases social injustices instead of eliminating them. According to the conflict theorist, some of the adverse issues in the community, for example, racial discrimination and catalyzed by education. An appropriate example explaining the view of conflict theorists is where there are two types of schools, public and private ("Education In Society: Crash Course Sociology #40", 2018). In most cases, those in public schools belong to a different economic class from those in private schools, and this aspect creates social segregation and disunity. However, I felt that the conflict theory dwells on the adverse perspective of education and rarely focuses on the positive perspective.
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